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= 
LETTER 


| Sent by the & Es 8 
STATES-GENERAL 


Of the Wnited Provinces 
TO 
HIS MAFESTY;, 
By their Trumpeter. 


SIRE, 


DL S we have never deſired 'any thing more then to me- 
CE—SIRR tit the good Will of Your Majeſty, and tocultivate 
6 /EE,2NI 2 Frien-ſhip which had been heretofore Hereditary 
ZAR berween Your Majeſties Kingdom and this Repub- 
S lick ; ſo we were beyond meaſure troubled when 
{ weſaw Your Majeſty exaſperated againſt us ,: and 
\ that by the Artifices of evil minded perſons, Your 
fs... © Subjeds and Ours have been overwhelmed with 
thoſe miſeries which are inſeparable from War, and brotght to ſhed thar 
bloud which hath been alwayes dear to either fide, The ſad experience 
we had thereof on both partsin the preceeding War , had given us cauſe 
fo believe at the ſame time, that after we were re-united, the Peace 
would be a bleffing which was no more to be raviſhed from us, And we 
were the rather perſwaded ot it, becauſe the New Alliances we were en- 
tred into, ſeemed able to.mizke our Union eternal : Bur ſeeing Divine 
Providence, for the Chaſtiſement of the two Nations , hath permitted 
that things ſhould not continue long in'that happy eftare, we no ſooner 
perceived a Miſ-underſtanding ariſe , but we thought our ſelyes obliged 
touſeall imaginable endeavours to ſtop the progreſs of it, and to omit 
nothing that might contribute to the preventing ſo great an evil as that 
of a Rupture, In order to which; being cettainly informed that Your Ma« 
jeſty was offended at a Medal, which we had not ſuffered to be ſold, bur 
that we thought it very innocent, we immediatly ſuppreſſed ir, and cauſed 
the very Stamps to be broken;for fear there might be ſome made ſecretly 
And to give Your Majeſty eſſential proofs of the eſteem we had of Your* 
Friendſhip, we yielded to Your Majefty whatever You were pleaſed to 
demand of us in behalf of the Inhabitants of S#r:»am, how prejudicial ſoe-, 
verthe thing were to us, and whatſoever reaſon we otherwiſe had not ro 
conſent to it, At che ſame time we ſent the Sicur Yan Benningen to Your” 
Majeſty for removing, if it were poſſible, the ſiniſter impreſſions which 
ſome laboured to poſſeſs Your Majeſty with , ahd for perfecting 2 


4) 


Regulation propoſed by Your Majeſties Ambaſſador between Your Zaſt- 
India Company and Ours, - Since that,alchough the lircle ſucceſs which 
the ſaid Sieur Ygn Beuningens Negotiation had had,gavegss bur too-great 
cauſe to fear that we ſhould ngr ſucceed better for the furuce, yer we no 
ſooner underſtood that there were ſome who would perſwade Your Ma- 
jeſty, as well againſt all l:ke)}yhood of tzuch , as truth ir ſelf, Thac 
we treated underhand with Fiazce to the prejudice of Your Majeſties in- 
tereſts, but we. gave order wichour delay to our Ambaſſador ;with:Your 
Majeſty,rto declare to Your Majeſty in onr name, That toſhew the falſe- 
hood of thoſe reports which were ſpread abrogad-ro our diſadvantage, and 
to give Your Majefty eflential and unqueſtionable marks of the fincerity 
of our intentions,we were ready to.enter into ſuch an Alliance with You, 
as You ſhould ehink, fir, how ftric ſoever it ſhould be, and to go far be- 
yond any thing we had hitherto dotie , tof ſecuring the Peace of Exrope. 
Then followed the affairot-the Flagg, wherein we think our condutt hath 
been with all imaginable reſp: towards Your "Majeſties Perſon: And 
although the Aniwer we gave to Your Ambaſſadors Memorial be ſuch, 
as we ſhall alwayes be ready to ſubmit to the judgement of all Zxrope, 
Yet upon complaint that it was obſcure and intufficient, we ſent an Am- 
baſlador extraordinary, to: Your Majeſty , and gave power to him, as alſo 
to our ordinary Ambafſadorzto clear what ſhould be thoughe obſcure, and 
to add what ſhould be neceſſary, But in. ſtead {ot entring inco regular 
Conferences with them, and letting them know what was defeQive in 
our Anſwer, they were negle&ed, and no Confetence granted them upon 
the point which might have ended all our: differences , rill an hour after 
Your Majeſties Declaration of War had been read and approved in 
Your Council, | | 25325g) 

All this, STR EF, doth ſufficiently evidence, with what application 
and zeal we have laboured to ſatisfie Your Majeſty , and toextinguith in. 
its beginning , a Fire which is ready to conſumeall Chriſtendom, And 
25 we have not entered into this War,but from an indiſpenſable neceflity 
of defending and proteRing our Subjects, we have ever fince the-Rupture,. 
25. much as we were able, ſought Your Majeſties Friendſhip, and never 
hire over the making overtures of Peace, Upan which account , we 

ent our Deputies Extraordinary to Your Majeſty the laſt year in the 
moneth of Fzxe., in the year-, 1672, who were confined co Hampron- 
Covnrt, without having any. Audience given-them, or being heard what 
they had to ſay on our part... A Miniſter from the EleQor of Branden- 
burgh paſſed alſo into Er:gland upon the ſame ſubjet , and charged hime 
| ſell at our requeſt, with the repreſeriting to Your Majeſty. the ardent de- 
fire we had to ſee Your Majeſty entertain other ſentiments, and our difſ- 
pofition trodoany thing in our power, to acquire again the honour of 
Your Majeſties good correſpondence, Since that, upon the Propoſition 
made by the Mediators of 2 general Truce, for as much as according ro 
out judgement , we could not conſent to it without hazarding the ſatery 
of our States z yet to evidence to Your Majeſty , how great a deſi: we 
had togiveyouall poſhble marks ot our Reſpe&, and to the eni to pio- 
Cute to Your Subjedts, all the advantages which'they could have received 
froma general Truce, we offered one by Sex to Your Majeſty for the term 
of a year,or a longer time, it Your Majeſty thought convenicat; judging, 
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that in the condition things were then in, we could not give a greater 
proof of the ardent paſſion we had to ſmooth the way to a happy Recon- 
Ciliation, then by putting all Your Majeſties Subjects into a condition of 
caſting the ſweetneſs of Peace, while ours ſhould ſuffer all che incommo- 
dities of War, The Miniſters of the King of Spain have repreſented 
the ſame things from time to time to Your Majeſty , and have otcen re- 
peated their inſtances to encline Your Majeſty ro Peace: But beſides all 
theſe advances, and the ſteps we have made in publick, we have 
made uſe of other means which we judged more efficacious ; And his- 
Highneſs the Prince of Orange , as well of his own inclination, as at 
the requeſt we have ſeveral times reiterated to him , hath uſed all 
imaginable wayes of regaining the honour of Your  Majeſties friend- 
ſh'p tor us, and repreſenting to You the advantage and glory Your 
Majeſty might acquire , by re-eſtabliſhing the Quiet ot Chriſten. 
dom, and giving us a Peace which we had ſo often and (o ardently 
defired, Bur albeit we had all reaſon tro hope, that the inſtances of a 
Prince who hath the honour to be ſo nearly related to,-Your Majeſty, 
and whoſe perſonal merit is ſo well known , would at laſt prevail over 
thoſe who zreill-affe&ed to us, and that beſides we could hard!y be- 
lieve, that atter His Highneſles intereſts arid ours were become common, 
and were no longer ſeparate in any thing, Your Majeſty would retain 
Your former ſentiments, and go about to involve in our ruine one of the 
moſt 1lluſtrious Princes ot Your blood ; we have nevertheleſs with great 
ſorrow ſeen, that all theſe reaſons have been alike weak.,. and that Your 
Majeſty hath not been induced by any motive to abate any thing of 
Your firſt rigour, So that when we expected a fayourable Anſwer to our 
Overcures, it hath been declared to us at Cologxe , that no Peace was to 
be hoped , unlefſe there were accorded, not only to Your Majeſty and: 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, butalſo to the Ele&tor of Colozne and the 
Bithop ot M#»ſter, ſuch Conditions as never were demanded of a Free 
People, and wh:ch can ſo lictle be propoſed as Articles of Peace, that 
they can only be the conſequences of an Abſoture Conqueft, the ſubver- 
fion of the Retormed Religion, of which Your Majeſty and the Kings 
Your moſt Illuſt:jons Predeceflors, have been the ſtrongeſt Support and 
Detenders, and which carried with them-at once the utter ruine not 
on'y of u5, bur alſo of the Low-Countries belonging to the King of 
SPain, 
£5 is hath obliged us on our fide,after we had reſolved upon a neceſſary 
defence, to prefſe our Friendsto enter into a ſtricter Alliance with us; 
And it hath pleaſed Gop ſo to bleſſe our endeayours, and the means 
we haye uſed in order thereunto, that the moſt Auguſt Houſe of 4uftria 
hath declared in our favonr, and the moſt Serene King of Spain in par- 
ticular hath concluded with us a League Offenſive and Detenſive , in 
purſuance whereof he hath already declared War againſt che King of 
France, Things being thus, STRE, Your Majeſty will eaſily believe 
that the conſequences muſt be greater,bur before che evil be paſt remedy, 
we thought fit to make one final eſſay, and to aflure Your Majeſty, that 
whatſoever change hath hapned in Exrepe, our deferenceand reſpect for 
Your Majeſty is ſtill the fame, and that how conſiderable and how po- 
B rent 
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tent ſoever our Allies are, we are nor the leſſe diſpoſed to give Your 
Majeſty all the ſatistaRion which You canreaſonably pretend ; And we 
have this happineſſe, that our Allies are of the ſame mind with us here= 
in ; we preſume therefore to hope that Your Majeſty will not retuſe ar 
our requeſt and their intercefſion, what we have not been hitherto able 
to obtain; And that You will not augment the deſolation which is al. 
ready but too univerſal, 

But that we may omit nothing that may diſpoſe Your Majeſty there- 
unto, we beſeech You to refle& upon all that hath paſſed fince the begin. 
ning of the War, and at the ſame time to confider thar it is from a parti- 
cular one become general, When Your Majeſty engaged in it, we were 
the only Enemies ; At preſent a great part of Exrope is no lefle intereſſed 
therein then we; And Your Majeſty cannot continue a War, which 
hath already been ſo ruinous , withour declaring it againſt thoſe who are 
nniced with us, and without hazarding the Safety of all Chriſtendom, if 
the Arms of the King of France ſhou'd be victorious through the ſuc- 
cours given by Your Majeſty co him. And Your Majeſty can no longer 
take itil] thar we yield not what Your Majeſty might demand of us tor 
France, ſince by an indiſpenſible neceflity we can no longer do it but 
with theagreement of our Allies, So that as the General Treaty appears 
accompanied wich many difficulties, and that we toreſee that it will be a 
means to continue this unhappy War , which we defi:ero put an end to 
ſpeedily, eſpecially with Your Majeſty, we ſhall think our ſelves very 
happy if any of theſe conſiderations _ make impreffion upon Your 
Majeſties mind, and diſpoſe You to reſume thofe ſentiments which we 
have heretofore with joy obſerved in Your Majeſty, and in which, upon 
the reconciliation we promiſe to our ſelves, we doubt not but Your 
Majeſty will continue forever, In the mean time we pray God, 


SIRE, 


To crown Your Majeſties Reign with: felicity , and to bleſſe 
Your Royal Perſon with health and loag life, 
At the Hague, the 25. of Ocober, 1673. 


Your MA JESTIES 
Moſt humble Servants, 


The States-General of the United Provinces of the 
| Low Coomreys, 


 CASP., FAGEL, 
By Command of the abeveſaid, 


HIS 
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HIS MAJESTIES 


ANSWER 


To the Letter ſent from the 


STAI ESGENERA 


OF THE | 
UNITED PROVINCES 
Of the Low Countreys, by their Trumpeter. 


ce En —_— —— 


High and Mighty Lords, 
SIT GY Lthough your Letter of the 57 of oFober, con- 


[SL 2M; #42: ſidering the preſent conjunuuee ot affairs, the 

L <7 +, matter 1t contains , and the manner of ſending 

| it by a Trumpeter, when your Depuries at 

Cologne were in frequent Conterences with 

2382 Our Plenipotentiaries there, have more of the 

\ mel nature of a Maniteſt then a Letter , and thar 

Wl SEE, Dj conſequently you may not perhaps deſire to 

[ge 9/5 have any Anſwer made to it ; yet for the Vin- 
D « > a Ot }| . . 

SO = dicationot Our Honour, as well as for the un- 
deceiving that part of the World which may be abuſed by it, We would 
not ſuffer it to remain without a diſtin& Reply, from point to point as 
they lie in your Paper (which We ſend you by the ſame hand char 
brought Us yours ; ) and the rather becauſe ic may (o have fallen our, 
that by the great revolutions which have lately hapaed ia your affairs, and 
the change of your Miniſters, even your ſelves may have taken for truch 
what evil-minded perſons have ſo maliciouſly ſuggeſted ro you, thereby 
to ſeduce your own people as well as Ours, 

There will need no great proofs to convince the World that many of= 
fenfive Medals, Inſcriptions and Libels were theſe laſt years paſt diſperſ- 
ed every where in your Provinces, to the derogation of Our Honour, 
and that of the whole Zzgliſh Nation, fince the notoriety of chem was 
ſo univerſal : but co this day neither We nor any body elſe knew ye had 
diſowned any part of them, until your aforeſaid Letter told Us you had 
at the time they were complained of to your Ambaſſador here, cauſed 
the Stamps to be broken, tor tear new Impreſſions ſhould be ſecretly made 
by them, neither do you tell Us that ever you inflicted the leaſt Puniſhe 
ment upon the makers or diſperſers of _ | 

p - 
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As to the affair of Syrivams Could you make the World or Our Peg- 
ple believe whac in this Paper you affirm, your ſelves would have our- 
done your Medals, and would be more injurious then they , faſtning a 
Reproach upon Us which We have been as tar from deſerving, as you, 
We hope, will be from being believed in the accuſation, You ſay, you 
agreed to whatſoever We demanded in favour ot Our ſubjects remaining ar 
Surinam Did We not continuzlly preſs their Releaſe trom the time ot Our 
Surrendring that place into your hands, till the beginning of this preſent 
War, and is there not yet the greater part of them 1emaining there 2 Are 
they there detained your Slaves at Our defire © Did We ſend Our Ships 
thither onely for a colour,with intention to ſubject them to your Tyranny 
more entirely and with the greater decency? and not to deliver them trom 
its Was not the Officer We ſent thither, Major Baniſter, confined pre- 
ſently upon his arrival, and not ſuffered to ſpeak with his Countrey- men, 
or acquaint them with the care We had of them? Did he nor protec 
againſt the Governour for having broken the Capitulation .n Eighteen 
ſeveral points? And will you ay all this was done according to what 
We defired ? Had you been ſo tencer of the bloud of both Nations as in 
your Paper you pretend, you would not {o long , and with ſo much ob- 
ſtinacy have perſiſted in oppreſſing thoſe Our Subjets whom you detain 
in that Colony, And it is maniteſt, that if you could caſt all the blame 
hereof upon Us, you have a mind to do it. All We can fay therefore 
co this your aſſertion, is, That you have indeed granted Us in words all 
We asked, but that We have never obtained any thing of you in deeds, 

W hat followed, was the pretended Satisfaction you ſay you offered at 
all times to make Us in relation co the Trade of Our Subjects in the Zaſt- 
Indies, Tt vas ſolemnly promiſed by the Treaty of Breda, that things }. 
ſhould be adjuſted by Commiſſioners to be ſent hither by you when there 
ſhould be more leiſure for ir, Bur you well know that Our Ambaſſador 
whom We ſent after the ſaid Treaty to reſide with you, could obtain no- 
thing in that matrer by all his inſtances that coulc in any wiſe ſarisfie Our 
Eaſt- India Company, Nor did the Sieur Yan Benningen , who ſeemed 
to have come hither expreſly upon that account, offer any more in all his 
Conferences with Our Commiſhoners upon that ſubje&, Ter is true, the 
Ambaſſador Boreel p:oduced here a full Power trom you to treat and con- 
clude an Offenſive and Defenſive League with Us, but We could not 
accept the Propoſition, becauſe the conditions of it were not ſufficiently 
equitable; and that inſtead of giving Us ſatisfaction in Our complaints, 
he would never ſo much as admir of their being mentioned, On the con- 
rrary, his whole diſcourſe tended to nothing elſe bur to perſwade Us, thar 
the States-General offered Us this League as a mark ot their Friendſhip, 
and tor Our ſecurity alone, ſeeming indifferent whether it were accepted 
or not z and magnitying continually the greatneſs of your Forces by Land 
and Sea,as {ufficient to detend you againſt the formidable power of Frances 
and often threatning Us, that you could make ſuch a League whenſoe- 
ver you pleaſed with Fraxce, and even againſt Us, if We accepted not 
what his Maſters offered Us, The ſum of theſe two points is, That the 
Sicur Yan Beuningen was pleaſed to diſcourſe concerning the Satisfaction 
demanded by Us in point of Trade in the Eaſt-Indies, but departed 
without offering any thing; and the Sieur Boreel offered Us a League 

Offealiye 


Offenſive and Defenſive , . without giving Us Satisfaction for the 
paſt Injuries, or ſecurity againſt future; And all this cothe'erid 
the Injuries We had complained of, that cill then were peculiarly 
your Acts , might by a ſolemn Treaty bedeclar'd Our own,  -—- 
Thenexc matcer of offence given Us was( as you well vbſerve it 
your Letter ) the affront commitcted againſt Our Flagg'in the * 
'moneth of Auguff, 1671, Complaint was made thereof 1 to” your 
Ambaſſador reſiding here, and he aſſured Us he would pracute Us 
a fair ſatisfaction thereupon - bur three or four moneths rime 
paſſing, without the leaſt notice being taken thereof by yoy , We 
held Our Self obliged to ſend our Extraordinary Ambaſſador to 
demand Satisfaction of you in more earneſt terms" then 'We had' 
done before, To which not receiving any ſatistatory Anſwer , he 
had order to return, Soon atter- he was followed by an Extravtdt- 
nary Ambaſſador trom you , who affirmed that he. had no, Powers 
to make reparation tor this affront, or any other of thoſe things 
We had fo often complained of , but to agree upon terms of Re- 
oulation in the buſineſs of the Flagg for the future ; yer ſaying. 
withall, that of himſelf and without conſulcing you again; he could 
not putany thing in writing concerning it, The arrival of the (aid 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary was about the time We were ready to 
make open Declaration of War againſt your State; which We 
could no longer delay, becauſe the Spring was coming on, and the 
aid Ambaſſador perſiſted, that his Inſtrugions permitted him not 
todo any thing upon Our Demands ; neither was he able ro. pro- 
duce any thing to juſtifie his delay , but the offering Us to write 
to his Maſters for aa Powetsand Inſtrutions, | 
The War following upon this, In the hear bt it, Three Deputies 
arrived here from you without any ,Paſsporfs from Us, 'or giving 
Us notice of their coming, according-to the Cuſtoms and Uſages of 
War, Whereupon We might well have confined them { as you 
ſay We did) but We contented Our Selt with warning them tg 
abſtain from coming to lodge in this Our City , appointing them 
inſtead thereof, Lodgings in Our Palace of Hampton Court , with 
all ocher conveniences ſuitable to their Charater, and diſſemblin 
what We knew paſſed between them and perſons they nraiiſed 
upon tocauſe tumults and diſorders in Our City, or to diſturb the 
progreſs of the War, Notwithſtanding which, We forbore not to 
ſend to them ſome of the Principal perſons of Onr Council, cro-con- 
ferre with them and hear their Propoſals, To whom they made 
this only Anſwer, and perſiſted therein to the time of cheir de- 
parture, that they had no Authority or Inſtrutions ro make any 
Propoſitions, but were content to hearken to thoſe that ſhould be 
made tothem, and to tranſmit them to their Maſters; hoping 
that while they amuſed Us with this appearance, the Depuries 
you had ſent at the ſame time to che Moſt Chriſtian King,mighr 
have concluded a ſeparace Treaty with him, 


 —— r= And 


ro ) 

And can you flatter your ſelves with the opinion, that the 
World ſhould look upon this proceeding as a convincing proof of 
your ardent deſires for Peace © Did ever Prince or Rate fend an 
Ambaſſador with defign co obtain that which the Ambaſſador was 
nat empowered either to conclude or ſign, eſpecially to a Prince 
with whom they had Wars Itis much more rational ro believe 
what you did was ro gain time, whilſt you endeavoured to pur 
in execution thoſe threats in relation to Fraxce,that the SieurBoree! 
had before given us, | 

The Miniſter of Brandenburgh never declared that he came 


hither to make Us any overtures of Peace, or that he had any 


other Commiſſion then to incline Us, at the recommendation of 
His Maſter, to hearken' to thoſe that ſhould be made Us, He came 
hicherat the time thac the Ambaſſador Extraordinary of H's moſt 


Serene Majeſty.the King of Swedez arrived , in order to the offer- 


ing Us the Mediation ot cheir Maſter, which We readily embraced, 
as likewiſe a Propoſition made by them ro Us fora Suipenfion of 
Arms, But a little after, when they propoſed the ſame thins ro 
you, you thought. fit abſolutely to reject the Suſpenfion; and 
were {o long bargaining upon the choice of a place for treating the 
Peace, that many moneths paſſed withour producing any other 
effect, then your gaining your point in naming the City of Cologne 
for the Congreſs : Which being agreed to, and Our Fleet ready 


to put to Sea, you ſent Us word you would then accept a Cefla- 


tion of Arms by Sea, To which "We tound Out Selt obliged ro 
make anſwer, That a Peace might be made in much leſs time 
then the terms of a Partial Suſpenſion be agreed npon : alchough 
it appeared to Us a meerartifice; invented only to charm the Com- 
mon Peoples ears, and make Us conſume unproficably all Our pre- 
parations. 'or equipping Our Fleet, In a word, when Our Mer- 
chants might really have received benefit by a Suſpenſion ,- you 
abſolutely refuſed it, and would then only yeild to ir when you 
ſaw your. Provinces like to ſuffer by the progreſs of the War. 
The Miniſters of Spaiz never offered Us any Conditions : nor 
| co_s jor ty any other Office , then in general terms ro incline 
s to the thoughts of Peace , which We ever accepted kindly 
from them, | 
Neither did Our Nephew the Prince of Orange , ever make Us 
any Overtures for Peace: We muſt needs avow, That the manner 
of your comportment towards him , till the year laſt paſt, was no 
very good Argument to perſwade Us, 'that your intentions of [1v- 
ing ina good correſpondence with Us, were real and fincere: And 
although We were unwilling to ſhew Our reſentment of his uſage 
.publickly , leſt We ſhould give occafion to his enemies to do him 
more ha:m , yet ſo ſoonas the good will of the people preyailing 
againſt the Zouveſtein Party , had conferred upon him that Power 
and Authority in the Government which his Anceſtors had ſo well 


merited, We applyed Our ſelf with more zeal and efficacy to _ 
c 
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the Peace; being further -encited thereunto by the unexpeRed 
ſucceſs of the Arms by Land of the moſt Chriſtian King, We. 
forthwirh ſent Ambaſſadors extraordinary to him, to be preſent at. 
the Treaty z which the Zouveſteinz Party would have managed to. 
the excluding of Us, it the Virtue and Genetofity ot that i-rince , 
would have permitted him co admit ic: Bur fo ſoon as Our Amy 
baſſadors were ſeen upon the place, the Deputies withdrew themy 
ſelves , and neyer after appeared ; tollow:ng thar tundamental 
Maxim you had Jaid trom- the beginning of this War. to divide. 
Us by any kindof Artifices, thereot t9 make your own advans , 
rage, | - L 
oY ro your inſinuation of Our incengion to ruine Our Nephew. 
the Prince of 0rapge, ye know your (elves ſufficiently the injuſtice 
of that reproach, And whilſt at Cologne you openly complain to 
the Mediators.z that Weare too zealous in adyancing his Intereſts, 
you would have our Subjeas believe We are guilty of 1i] nature 
towards him. And the*þetter to improve this abuſe you add, 
without giving or having any the leaſt ground for it , that Our de- 
mands at Co/ogne tend to the ſubverſion of the Proteſtanc Re- 
ligion , and the ruine of Our Nephews family, We cannot con- 
clude Our remarks upon this Letter or Maniteſt framed by you, 
with defign to abuſe your people and Ours, and involved in terms 
of reſpect for Our Perſon, and fair words about a Peace, withour 
adding what ought to be convincing to the moſt obſtinate amongſt 
you; Art the ſame time you would perſwade Us to break Our 
Word and Faith given to Our Allies, not ro Treat ſeparafely, 
you eſtabliſh it for a fundamencal point, that you cannot break the 
word you have given yours , without wronging your honour, as if 
your honour ought alwayes to be dear to you , but Ours ot little 
or no value with Us, 

In the mean time , you make the proceedings of your Deputies 
at Cologne to Pals tor the faireſt and moſt ingenuous that may be, 
reproaching that of Our Plenipotenciaries as rude and infincere g 
ſaying, That notwithſtanding all your endeavours, We would 
never yet abate of Our firſt rigour, Herein we appeal to the Me- 
diators themſelves, who will not be wanting to do Us juſtice, in 
 Terting the World know, that Our ſaid Plenipotentiaries have re- 

trenched at leaſt one halt of their firſt demands, whilſt yours have 
continually excuſed themſelves trom giving an anſwer upon any 
one of them, except that of the Flagg, with which they ſeem in- 
Clined to gratifie Us for the turure , but in terms very equivocal, 
and which thall not take notice of any right We ever had to it for 
the time paſt : And this is the only thing you have ſhewn the leaſt 
diſpoſition to yield to Us,during the whole courſe of this Negoti- 

ation: And havinz made no further advance inthe avertures 0 

Peace, which you ſay you made Us by Our Nephew the Prince of 
Orange, the Miniſters of Spain and Brandenburgh, and by thoſe 


of the Mediators themſelves , you do not ſo much as mention one 
C 2 word 
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word of it in your ſaid Letter; handling the matter of the Peace 
ingeneral terms, to acquire to your ſelves the reputation of it, 
and not making Us one Propofition but that of dividing Us from 


Our Allies; an Aion which you eſteem too low for a Common- 


wea!th, bur ſuitable enough co a King, 


It you havea defire to promote the Peace in good Earneſt, inſtead 


of ſpecious expreſſions , ſend Powers without farther delay to 
your. Deputies at Cologne , to draw up Juſt and Equal Articles 
with Ours ; and the World ſhall ſee how ready Weſhall be to 


Comply with them , and to reſume choſe ſentiments of Friend« 


ſhip and eſteem, which che Kings Our Predecefſors have always 
had for your State: And to manifeſt ro you that weare truly 


\ 


From W hitehall, the 7th, of 
November, 1673, CHARLES R, 


Tour good Friend, 
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